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ACPO ADMINISTRATION OF FIREARMS AND EXPLOSIVES 
LICENSING WORKING GROUP 
 
Meeting 03/2007 
 
CHAIR:   Adrian Whiting, ACC, Dorset Police 
 
SECRETARY:  Sue Cox, Staff Officer, Dorset Police 
 
MINUTES:   Kate Berchem, Assistant Staff Officer, Dorset Police 
 
DATE/TIME:  Wednesday 31st October 2007  
 
LOCATION:   Sussex Police HQ, Lewes 
 
 
07/03/01 ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 
 

1.1 Attendance 
 

Adrian Whiting, Chair 
Sue Cox, Staff Officer 
Kate Berchem, Minutes 
Brian Ellis, Sussex (South East Region) 
Gary Smith, MPS (London Region) 
Roger Weedon, Surrey 
Fiona Smith, West Yorkshire (North East Region) 
Graham Widdecombe, Home Office 
Les Spice, Gloucestershire (South West Region) 
Richard Udall, Derbyshire (East Midlands Region) 
Tony Slate, Derbyshire  
Richard Dennison, Norfolk (and representing Eastern Region on 
behalf of Mick Fidgeon 
Jim Jones, GMP (North West Region) 
Kevin Mathieson, DCC, Tayside (ACPOS) 
Dennis Wilmer, Home Office 
Helen Rees, Dyfed-Powys (Wales Region) 
David Pryor, FSS 
Steve Newman, ACPO CUF 
Catherine MacKenzie, Scottish Executive 
John Giblin,  Police Federation 
Ernie Mustoe, Grampian (representing Fiona Windmill) 
 

1.2  Apologies received from: 
 

Bob Megahey, PSNI 
Paul Dale, Staffordshire (West Midlands Region) 
Fiona Windmill, Tayside 
John MacDonald – ACPO CUF 
Mick Fidgeon, Essex (Eastern Region) 
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1.3 After a few welcoming words to the Group from Sussex DCC 
Geoff Williams, the Chairman also welcomed everyone to the 
meeting, particularly new attendees: Ernie Mustoe, Grampian; 
Catherine MacKenzie, Scottish Executive; Steve Newman, CUF 
and Kate Berchem taking minutes. He thanked Brian Ellis for the 
venue arrangements and catering.   

 
 
07/03/02 MINUTES, ACTON POINTS & MATTERS ARISING 
 

Previous Minutes – 21st June 2007 
 

2.1 Amendments to wording suggested by Jim Jones (14.1) have 
been made.  Members considered and agreed the previous 
minutes which will now be circulated and published on the 
Dorset Police Website.  The minutes from today’s meeting will 
be held in draft form only until verified at the next meeting, after 
which they too will be published. 
 
Outstanding Action Points 
 
Action Point 1 – Regional Reps 
 
Action Complete 
 
Action Point 2 – Martin Parker 
 
No further progress with regard to health and safety issues 
surrounding hubs.  The initiative is with Martin Parker. 

 
Action Point 3  
 
Martin Parker has been invited to Surrey for a meeting by Roger 
Weedon but no date has been set. 
 
Action Point 4  
 
Still outstanding.  The Chairman suggested no further action can 
be taken until Martin Parker has taken Action Point 2 forward.   
 
Roger Weedon expressed his fears that this NaBID has stalled 
which is worrying with it’s ‘go live’ date of April 2008. 
 
NB the Chair has subsequently contacted the project lead to 
confirm that NaBIS remains on track to deliver, and has been 
assured this is the case. 
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Action Point 5  
 
Tony Slate highlighted that withdrawal of the exemption has not 
taken place. 
 
Action Point 6  
 
Action Complete 

 
Action Point 7 
  
To be covered in the main meeting agenda 
 
Action Point 8  
 
Complete 
 
Action Point 9 
 
Tony Slate stated that the CPS is amending it’s on line advice.  
This should be updated on the website by end November 2007 
 
Action Point 10 & 10(a) 
 
Complete 
 
Action Point 11 
 
Gary Smith referred to his update letter to the Chair dated 29th 
October (circulated with these minutes).  In brief, the onus 
should be placed on overseas visitors to provide proof of their 
suitability to hold a licence and their sponsors who should 
provide the relevant information for the applicants that they 
sponsor. 
 
Currently, sponsors need not be certificate holders themselves 
and have no responsibility for those they sponsor. This lack of 
accountability needs attention as does clarification of what is 
expected of sponsors and character referees. 

 
EFPs may impact the current situation and, while the legislation 
is muddled and old, there is unlikely to be Parliament time for a 
review before the next election.  Appropriate guidance is, 
therefore, invaluable in order to clarify the current situation and 
requirements and there is a need for parity for both UK and 
foreign nationals. 
 
Roger Weedon and Gary Smith volunteered to produce a 
guidance document for both applicants and sponsors.  
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Action Point 1 – Roger Weedon and Gary Smith  
 
Action Point 12 
 
Complete 
 
Action Point 13 
 
Update will be given in Home Office update later. 
 
Action Point 14 
 
Complete 
 
Action Point 15 
 
Complete 
 
Action Point 16 
 
Complete 
 
Action Point 17 
 
UK Athletics will, over time, take ownership of all starting pistols 
and consider the use of forward venting blank firers. 
 
Action Point 18 
 
On further exploration, it appears this issue is not as problematic 
as first believed. 
 
Discharged. 
 
Action Point 19 
 
Again, this is not such an issue as first thought. 
 
Discharged. 
 
Action Point 20 
 
Complete 
 
Action Point 21 
 
The BMA has responded positively to the Chair’s letter and he 
will now take this forward. 
 
Action Point 22 
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Complete 
 
Action Point 23 
 
Complete 
 
Action Point 24 
 
In hand. 
 
Action Point 25 
 
Ongoing – members are invited to forward comments to Sue 
Cox. 

 
07/03/03 National Firearms Licensing Management System update 

 
3.1 The Chairman informed the group that a National User Group 

meeting has been scheduled for 8th November, ahead of which 
Steven Dalley has submitted a funding bid to NPIA.   

 
3.2 The purpose of the meeting in November is to prioritize current  

Requests for Change and secure funding through 2008 with 
NPIA. 

 
3.3 As the NFLMS User Group remains a separate meeting forum 

from FELWG the Chair indicated his intention not to go through 
these changes in any great detail at this forum. 

 
3.4 Tony Slate updated the group on plans to develop the 

‘explosives’ side of NFLMS and suggested that the HSE 
proposals expected in 2008 would be a good time to review. 
Fiona Smith, however, questioned the need for explosives to be 
included, as the current legislation on explosives is working well. 

 
3.5 The Chair will inform the User Group at it’s meeting on 8 

November that work on explosives needs to be done but not 
until early next year.  Funding for it must, however,  be included 
this year’s considerations. 

 
Action Point 2 – Chair 
 

3.6 Kevin Mathieson informed members that Scotland has come out 
of the UK system and taken responsibility for national training, 
criminal records, and IT systems from April 2008.  The Scottish 
Executive is keen to take responsibility for firearms issues in the 
future and it is imperative they are Section 39 compliant.  While 
this does not necessarily mean Scottish forces will/will not sign 
up to NFLMS, certainly there is a need to progress this issue.  
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Scottish FLMs have liaised and, currently, Shogun is the 
preferred system. 

 
3.7 John Giblin highlighted that from 1st May 2008 the Welsh 

Assembly will have the ability to make and amend legislation 
without going through Westminster and is looking to achieve 
devolvement of court services by 2011. 

 
3.8 Although the momentum for devolution in firearms legislation is 

growing, members acknowledged it will continue to be reserved 
to Westminster for the foreseeable future. 

 
 
07/03/04  Explosives Update 
 

4.1  Tony Slate highlighted points of interest within his previously 
circulated paper, in particular paragraph (b) in relation to the 
HSC consultation document..  HSE states that there is benefit 
for both licensing authorities and shooters in adopting the small 
quantity explosive certificate exemption tied to the personal 
holding of either firearm or shotgun certificates.  This will not 
however change any of the other requirements on them for both 
the safe and secure storage of the explosives. Those wanting to 
avail themselves of the proposed exemption must apply to a 
Chief Officer and wait for a response (which will include the 
conditions in relation to amount and storage etc)  It will then be 
important that at the time of renewal of the appropriate 
firearm/shotgun certificate it is ascertained that the these 
conditions continue to be complied with. 

 
 
4.2  The Chairman invited discussion around volumes of explosive 

that shooters should be allowed to hold under the exemption.  
1.5kg is the current suggestion for personal holding although the 
shooting organisations would like 5kg per person.  Under current 
regulations this holding is allowed, though this requires an 
explosive certificate. Kevin Mathieson raised concerns about 
potential thefts, when allowing such large holdings. 

 
4.3  After some discussion the group confirmed that they would 

advocate 1.5kg as an adequate holding allowance under the 
exemption.  It is felt that most people would agree to the reduced 
amount in order to benefit from exemption from the certificate 
process. 

 
4.4 Temporary exemptions orders are being finalised for model 

rocketeers.  Tony Slate highlighted that there was still an 
anomaly that under the present and these proposals, they can 
only acquire but not keep the rocket initiators.  There is a current 
cost to rocketeers of £322 on a 3 year grant (£250 at renewal) 
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compared with no charge for shooters who are not holding 
registrations in addition to their certificates for explosives and 
firearms.  It is agreed by both HSE and ourselves that this is, on 
the face of it, unfair.  Although the relaxation of rules for 
racketeers could, in theory, attract interest from the criminal 
fraternity it is decided that, due to the nature of the rockets being 
subject to exemption, this was very unlikely. 

 
 
4.5  Tony Slate also drew members attention to the intention in the 

proposals to make the police responsible for MSER where up to 
2,000kg of Ammonium Nitrate Blasting Intermediate was being 
stored.  It had been discovered that in MSER, while manufacture 
of this material has been assigned, an enforcement loophole 
existed where it was only stored.  The limit at 2,000 is the same 
as our present MSER licensing commitment and because of its 
nature, no storage facility is less than 2,000kg at present.  This 
would only be relevant if sites we licensed began to store 
individual quantities.  He also pointed to the proposal to rectify a 
legal point in relation to work we presently do in respect of duty 
holders responsibility to risk assess explosive storage.  HSE 
solicitor considered that as this requirement in the ACoP stems 
from a requirement in the Management of Health and Safety at 
Work Regulations, it would be better if the enforcement 
authorities had the regulatory protection of appointment to 
enforce. 

 
4.6  The Consultation Document on explosives should be available 

before the end of November 2007 and the Police Service 
response is to be submitted by the Chair after seeking 
comments from forces.  (Note:  The consultation document was 
released on 9th November 2007).  

 
4.7 EMoE – Tony Slate highlighted that the Executive has included in 

the proposals an extra allowance of 4kg of explosive for other police 
operational purposes in buildings without separation distance 
requirements.  He expressed concern that this had the potential to 
have a total of 8kg of high explosives to be held in one storage 
location by some forces.  It is expected that this exemption for the 
Police will be subject to HSE enforcement and, in these instances 
there appears to be no service supervising body in place for 
ensuring compliance and safety. 

  
 
4.8  The Chair suggested that although not all Forces are developing 

EMoE, it is important to get the procedures for storage and 
operation in place prior to having the capability.  This is 
particularly pertinent as it was pointed out that North Wales is 
already conducting EMoE training. 
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4.9  While the MPS has conducted much work on linking licensing 
with the anti-terrorist departments, this work needs to be 
reactivated.  It was suggested that his would build on the current 
policy of (for example) London firearms dealers getting 
immediate armed response sent to them in the event of a 
problem. 

 
4.10 The Chair will contact Ian Arundale, West Mercia, to ensure that 

all necessary links are in place. 
 

Action Point 3 - Chair 
 
 
07/03/05 Issues From Practitioners Group 
 

5.1 While minutes from Practitioners Group will reflect discussion in 
more detail, Richard Dennison gave a brief update on points of 
interest from the meeting held yesterday, namely: 

 
5.2 John Batley has requested written confirmation that RFDs will 

keep their original registration numbers.  Richard Dennison will 
prepare an appropriate text and e-mail this to the Chair so a 
letter can be sent. 

 
 Action Point 4 – Richard Dennison and the Chair 
 
5.3             Two papers have been submitted to BASC: 

 Electronic notification of gun transfers – a paper has been 
submitted to BASC and discussions continue.  

 
 Accompanied conditions.  BASC would like a procedure 

put in place to allow automatic review and removal by the 
police.  Members agreed that Chief Officers reserve the 
right to impose conditions in appropriate circumstances, 
with each being considered on it’s own merits.  These are 
useful where the alternative would be to refuse and the 
onus should be on the certificate holder to request 
conditions be reviewed. 

 
5.4 John Batley would like it established how many sellers of air 

guns only had actually registered as RFD as he believes a 
significant number are not aware that they should have 
registered.  Richard Dennison will deal via Regional Reps. 

 
 Action Point 5 – Richard Dennison 

 
5.5 Geoff Doe had informed Practitioners that it has become clear 

BSA is selling a large number of air rifles to army cadets and 
Scout groups by way of trade.  The Home Office is to look into 
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whether there should be a Crown exemption for the registration 
in their case. 

 
5.6 BSSC is supportive of selective home visits for renewal.   

 
 

5.7 Practitioners had raised concerns with regard to the   
transportation by RFDs of prohibited weapons together with a 
lack of knowledge as to whether Section 5 ‘Carrying Authority’ 
is required to be in place.  The Chairman confirmed that this 
authority is required for transportation. 

 
 
07/03/06 Issues From Technical Group 
 

6.1 The Chairman has been approached by the legal team from 
Nintendo which is planning to sell a white plastic appliance 
relating to its Wii games and products.  They  sought clarification 
as to whether it could be considered to be an imitation firearm 
under the terms of the 1968 Act (relevant to their marketing to 
under 18s). The Chairman confirmed to Nintendo that as a white 
plastic object, of a shape unrelated to firearms, this was NOT 
likely to be an imitation firearm, and therefore not affected by the 
1968 Act. The Chair will circulate the specification for onward 
transmission by Regional Reps to FLMs. 

 
 Action Point 6 – Chair 

 
 
07/03/07 Criminal Use of Firearms Update 
 

7.1 Steve Newman updated the group in John McDonald’s absence. 
  
7.2 DCI Phil Healy has left CUF and John McDonald will undertake 

this role for the time being.  Mr Bristow will be handing the 
portfolio over in December although his successor has yet to be 
identified. 

 
7.3 There is a measure of uncertainty around CUF work with a 

review of the Control Strategy due in January 2008.   ACC Nick 
Tofiluk has retired  and moved to the Gambling Commission. 

 
7.4 The regional development of NaBIS is led by Paul Jones and 

regional presentations are being undertaken. Hubs should be 
arranged on a regional basis.  Each Force manages their 
armourers and licensing for NaBIS purposes. 

 
7.5 Roger Weedon raised the issue of the use of Police Force Hubs 

for clearing firearms.  It is important to have one hub per Force, 
as items need to be entered onto the National Intelligence 
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System by an expert.  Helen Rees raised concerns that there 
are only 43 user licences available for a system to be spread 
across all Forces and her fear there will not be access for 
enough people.  Roger Weedon clarified that while the ‘user’ 
access will be restricted to a few people (eg. Armourers and 
experts) there will be read-only access for many more people for 
intelligence purposes. 

 
7.6 Several Forces are considering changes to their processes for 

firearms handling but, subsequent to the initial impetus, things 
have slowed considerably.  The MPS hub now has five experts 
although not operational yet.   

 
7.7 Roger Weedon alerted the Group that NaBIB is due to write 

guidance for Forces as to what to send for examination although 
this has not yet been started.  The Chairman took this 
opportunity to highlight the need for standardisation of 
information that will be put into the system once operational. 

 
7.8 Members reiterated their concerns at the perceived lack of 

impetus and Steve Newman agreed to take this back to CUF. 
 
 
07/03/08 Home Office Update 
 

8.1 Graham Widdecombe updated the Group on the VCR Act Final 
Commencement Order, which came into force 1st October 2007.  
He thanked the FELWG participants for their valuable input to 
the process. 

 
8.2 The regulations relating to realistic firearms (colour, size etc) 

came into force at the same time on 1st October.  The 
specifications for blank firers are now at a stage to be made into 
regulations, linked into the European Weapons Directive. 

 
8.3 The Chairman sought reassurance that there was European 

support for the blank-firing regulations to render them less 
vulnerable to re-conversion.  Graham Widdecombe confirmed 
that there is pan-European support and even the known 
loopholes in Germany will be covered. 

 
8.4 It is noted, however, that there are fewer problems with re-

activation of imitation weapons; it is the re-conversion of blank 
firers that is the primary issue, and therefore the main problems 
are to be addressed specifically, rather than producing a cover-
all ruling for all weapons. 

 
8.5 The Chair referred to work recently undertaken with John Batley 

to produce VCR Act guidance reference air weapons, primers, 
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realistic imitation firearms and imitation firearms.  He will 
circulate a pdf version to members. 

 
Action Point 7 – The Chair 
 

8.6 Roger Weedon informed members that the previous weekend at 
Bisley air rifle dealers were trading, under the auspices of selling 
private collections, at prices designed to sell well.  They were 
obviously either unaware of the new legislation, or were 
choosing to ignore it.  

 
8.7 Graham Widdecombe updated the Group with the latest on the 

European Weapons Directive.  The provisions to treat all 
‘brokers’ as ‘dealers’ have now been struck out of the Act and 
there are likely to be changes made to current age limits. 

 
8.8 The issue re the handguns in police possession compensation 

scheme and suggestions for disposal is ongoing. 
 
 
07/03/09 Fixed Penalties for Certificate Condition Non-Compliance 
 

9.1 Richard Dennison referred to a letter received from Roy Butters, 
Cambridgeshire, suggesting the use of FPNs for failure to 
comply with one or more conditions – most notably failure to 
notify acquisition and disposal and change of address.    There 
is wide-spread support for the fixed-penalty system throughout 
the regions. 

 
9.2 Jim Jones revealed concerns with regard to  potential violence 

against individual officers in private homes when enforcing 
FPNs. 

 
9.3 Members considered a points-based system (similar to that used 

for motoring offences), leading towards a suspension of the 
certificate and even eventually, a loss of licence for non 
compliance. 

 
9.4 Both Les Spice and Catherine MacKenzie pointed out the 

potential seriousness of failure to notify change of address, and 
stressed that such ‘small’ infringements should not be ignored – 
public safety is paramount and should underpin the whole 
approach.  Catherine MacKenzie further stated that in Scotland 
the fixed-penalty system applies, but after one penalty, the 
second infringement brought more severe punishment. 

 
9.5 Kevin Matheson agreed that fixed penalties, whilst being a 

sound principle and helping to ensure compliance, needs further 
work on the detail, with a business case to show the scale of the 
problem and why a solution is required. 
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9.6 The Chairman noted that not all ‘failures to notify’ situations are 

a crime, and therefore there should be leeway not to record such 
failures as a crime. 

 
9.7 It was agreed that Jim Jones would undertake a scoping 

exercise to ascertain the extent of the problem.  Depending upon 
the outcome, the Chair will progress through the head of the 
ACPO  Criminal Justice BA. 

 
Action Point 8 – Jim Jones and then the Chair 
 

07/03/10 The Deer (Regulatory Reform) (England and Wales) Order 
2007 – Pistol Calibre Rifle Issues 

 
10.1 The Chairman updated the Group, and pointed out that this 

Order specifically permits the use of pistol-calibre rifles.  
However, this is not considered to be a major problem in that, 
although they are allowed, they are not compulsory, and 
therefore the Chairman proposes no change to the FELWG 
policy on this subject. 

 
10.2 Ernie Mustoe pointed out that in Scotland it is NOT lawful to use 

pistol-calibre rifles.  Tony Slate clarified that this is because 
many pistol-calibre tips would not fulfil the spreading criteria, and 
for that reason alone they would fall foul of the legislation.  

 
07/03/11 Firearms Acts and Associated Amendments 1968-2007 (for 

ratification) 
 

11.1  The Group agreed that this is a first class document and the 
Chairman expressed gratitude to Mick Sykes for his excellent 
work.  A letter will be sent from the Chairman to his Chief 
Constable.  

 
11.2 It was agreed that it should be published in pdf format showing 

the track changes so readers can view what has happened over 
time. 

 
11.2 This document will need maintaining once Mick Sykes has 

retired in 2008 and it was suggested this process has further 
demonstrated the need for consolidation of the Firearms Act. 

 
07/03/12 .22” RF Long Arm Pistols on HO-Approved Club Certificates 
 

12.1 Roger Weedon spoke to his previously circulated papers with 
regard to an approach requesting to have a Browning Buckmark 
Westlake Longarm Pistol added to a club certificate.  This is due 
to a desire by clubs and shooters to bring on young shots for the 
Olympics. 
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12.2 If refused,  the fear is Surrey will  be challenged in the Crown 

Court.  
 

12.3 After discussion it was agreed that a letter will sent, signed by 
the Chairman on behalf of FELWG, stating that long armed 
pistols are not defined in law and in order to recognise them as a 
category for HO approval there will need to be a change in 
legislation.   

 
12.4 Roger Weedon will draft the letter for the Chair. 

 
Action Point 9 – Roger Weedon 

 
07/03/13 Legislation Reform 

 
13.1 The requirement for legislation reform has already been widely 

discussed throughout today’s meeting, and the Chairman and 
most of the Group concurred that reform of the current 
legislation is required. 

 
13.2 Kevin Mathieson informed the Group that the Scottish Executive 

is trying get legislation back to Scotland and, to that end, all 
Scottish Firearms Licensing Managers are being brought 
together to discuss the requirements of any potential 
reorganisation of legislation.  This will lay the foundations from 
which to move forward.  He is keen, however, that this is not 
done in isolation. 

 
13.3 Catherine MacKenzie added that Scottish politicians have 

committed themselves to make the changes in the election 
manifesto and there is potential for radical change and re-
thinking Scotland, away from the glare of Westminster.  
Catherine reinforced the need for the preparative work to be 
done and, even if there is no legislative slot forthcoming, the 
ongoing mature debate and good progress will continue in 
Scotland. 

 
13.4 Graham Widdecombe stated that there is very little prospect of 

change in this parliamentary term and FELWG needs to assess 
what could be done to improve the current situation through 
regulatory reform. He added that, if Scotland was to achieve 
devolvement of firearms legislation, much close work with  
Westminster will still be required to move forward. 

 
13.5 There is a general feeling among shooting organisations that 

they would welcome a review of the legislation rather than a 
consolidation of that which exists but that the latter would be 
better than nothing at all. 
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13.6 The Chair will progress this issue. 
 

Action Point 10 – The Chair 
 
07/032/14 Antique Firearms/Handloading for S7(3) small firearms 
 
  (a)  Antiques - change in respect of guidance 
 

14.1 The Chairman referred to his e-mail of 29 October in which he 
summarized issues with guidance in this area and sought 
members views on FELWG support for changes.  

 
14.2 David Prior, having done some work to assess weapons of 

calibres that are obsolete, stated that the list is long and bizarre 
and therefore it would be unworkable to add this list to any 
legislation.  It would be preferable to produce a list of calibres 
NOT considered to be antique.   

 
14.3 Dennis Wilmer said that this latter approach risked taking out of 

allowable market, many genuine antiques.  Work on this subject 
is live and ongoing within the Home Office. 

 
14.4 Graham Widdecombe highlighted the date of 1899 as the date 

currently being suggested and this is likely to be the final date 
used in relation to work in Europe.   

 
14.5 Members discussed this issue at length following which it was 

decided that FELWG should not progress this matter until the 
European Weapons Directive becomes operational. 

 
(b) Public safety implications on handloading for S7(3) 
small firearms away from a designated site 

 
14.6 The Chairman outlined the issue which concerns ‘historical’ 

shooters wishing to re-load at home rather than at the 
‘designated site’.  In so doing the shooters would contravene 
Section 7.1 of the licence (the ammunition should not be ‘readily 
accessible’). This does not however, preclude part-loading at 
home in order to finish off at the ‘designated site’. 

 
14.7 The profile is one of high-use shooters and the fear is if they 

bring large numbers of part-assembled ammunition, and then 
finish it on site, there is no way of controlling them and, with the 
large volume of ammunition used, it is questionable whether it is 
safe for them to re-load at home.   

 
14.8 Graham Widdecombe highlighted the need to differentiate 

between the amount allowed to be held at the home site, and the 
amount to be held at the ‘designated’ site which would require a 
two-tier allowance.  
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14.9 The Chairman pointed out that there is no requirement for 

legislative change, as the conditions place restrictions on an 
individual basis.  Certainly, members agreed that scoping needs 
to be done to ascertain the size of demand for this.  To that end, 
the Chair will liaise with David Penn. 

 
Action Point 11 – The Chair 

 
07/03/15 FEO Conference 
 

15.1 Jim Jones informed members he had been asked to raise the 
possibility of an FEO conference. 

 
15.2 Several members questioned whether there would be a demand 

for such a conference and stated that, with the main FELWG 
conference every 18 months, they could not justify sending staff 
to both. 

 
15.3 While being kept under consideration it was agreed, for the 

present time, that any issues should be collated and considered 
for inclusion on the main FELWG conference programme.  

 
07/03/16 Any Other Business 
 

16.1 Firearms Forms:   
 

Richard Dennison reported that Paul Dale has requested that he 
be released from his role on the forms review.  Paul’s requested 
was agreed and vacancy will be carried forward with regional 
representatives considering possible replacements from within 
their regions.  It does not need to be a member of FELWG. 
Graham Widdecombe stressed that this work requires some 
measure of urgency. 

 
 Action Point 12 – Regional Representatives. 

 
16.2 Westminster Fair:   
 

The Chairman confirmed the dates of the Westminster Fair on 
the Terrace at Westminster, on 26th November  from 1615 – 
1800 hours.  Gary Smith and Roger Weedon volunteered to 
become involved (Sec Note – Gary Smith and Helen Rees 
attended). 

 
Action Point 13 - Gary Smith and Roger Weedon  

 
16.3 Conference 2008:   
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Members agreed the Royal Armouries Building in Leeds as the 
venue for Conference in September next year (dates of 23 to 25 
have been circulated).  Fiona Smith will now check availability 
and seek permission for her and staff in West Yorkshire to 
undertake the considerable administrative responsibility 
associated with it. 

 
Action Point 14 – Fiona Smith 
 
 

 
07/03/17 Date, Time & Venue of Next Meeting 
 

17.1 Date:   Thursday, 14 February 2008 
Venue: Derbyshire (exact venue to be confirmed) 
Time:   1000hrs 
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